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Ibn Hazem AL-Andalusi criticism of
AL-Ash’ari Mazhab (Figh School)

Dr. Hassan Ahmed AL-Khattaf
Teacher in Osool Eddin Section - Faculty of Shari’ah
University of Alepo-Syria

We can say that Islamic Shariah is like a tree which has roots, branches
and fruit. Fruit of shari’ah is the happiness of a person in worldly life and in the
hereafter. Branches are the practical applications of Figh. The roots cannot
be discarded as they are necessary to both branches and fruit. The basics of
Shari'ah are represented by the divine and the prophetic. This branch takes
time and energy of philosophers and theologians. The philosophers are of
varied schools, the most prominent one is the Asha’ri school which had been
a well-known school. Generations had adopted it. Scientists were among
Asha’ri Mazhab followers. The reason behind this admiration was its being
moderate compared with other Mazhabs which tended to extremist thought.
Perfectness is only for Allah alone. We can take or leave every person’s ideas
except our Prophet whose ideas are accepted. One of the prominent
opponents of Asha’ri was Ibn Hazem - An Andalusian scientist whose
criticism included most scientists. Only few could escape his criticism. This
study is directed to weaknesses of Ibn Hazem’s thinking away from bias to
one party. So it is fair criticism.
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