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Rejeting the accusation of saying
the al-sarfa about Ibn Hazm

Abstract: This article highlights the voidness of what has been attributed

to Imam Ibn Hazm, saying he has adopted the al-sarfa argument as an aspect
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of the inimitability of the holy Quran. The argument suggests that the
miracle of Quran was that God made it impossible for Arabs to produce
another book similar to the Quran. Scholars and researchers who attributed
that to him did not understand his arguments of identifying the aspect of the
inimitability of Quran, and did not fully analyse them. Some of them
understood that he limited it to al-sarfa and that he denies that inimitability
manifests in the Quran’s structure and eloquence. Others described him as
disrupted: sometimes he says Quran’s structure and eloquence is what makes
it inimitable and in other times he thinks that inimitability is that Allah made
it impossible for Arabs to produce a similar one.This research presents and

discusses arguments of those scholars and researchers with a scientific

objectiveness and integrity. It also sheds light on the importance of
reflecting upon the arguments of old scholars, mainly the great ones, who left
to this nation a wealth of knowledge, and not rushing to faulting them and
describing their arguments as controversial, disrupted, or other descriptions

that may denigrate their status or belittle their knowledge.

Key words: Quran, Inimitability, Al-Sarfa, Structure, Eloquence, Ibn

Hazm.
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