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The indication of the past tense of what preceded the past tense in
a book "Tawq al-Hamamah” by Ibn Hazm Al-Andalusi:

a study in the light of the context
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Abstract

This study adopts the analytical descriptive approach based on the context
theory in determining the temporal semantics of the past tense. The researcher chose
“The Ring of the Dove" or "Tawq al-Hamamah’ book for its historical value and the
significance of the topic it deals with; love. It is a treatise on love rich with past forms
that indicate different temporal semantics according to the context. This study aims to
show the extent of the temporal richness of the past tense in “The Ring of the Dove”
by Ibn Hazm Al-Andalusi. The researcher preferred the semantics of the past tense to
the pre-past. The researcher found and proved in the outcomes of this research that the
past tense indicates the pre-past tense in several points that were mentioned in “The
Ring of the Dove” by Ibn Hazm Al-Andalusi, which employed this temporal semantic,
especially in what happened in the distant past. Most of the stories narrated by lbn
Hazm took place in the past, distant from the time of the story itself, as follows :
(1)The past tense was mentioned before “Until,” followed by the past tense. (2) It was
also mentioned before the subordinator, followed by the past tense. (3) The past tense
was also mentioned before the structure (until), followed by the past tense. (4) Finally,
the past tense was mentioned after the following adverbs (when, where, after...). Ibn
Hazm used these temporal structures accurately, especially since his book contains
many stories and events between which there are different time distances. In
conclusion, the researcher should present some recommendations so that they could be

of interest to researchers and those interested in this topic. These recommendations include:
(1) Urging publishers and authors to publish researches that deal with temporal semantics through
context. (2) Conducting follow-up studies on research that dealt with time in the Arabic language. (3)
Establishing boundaries between contemporary trends in the study of time: timelines and the trend of
the linguistic context.

Keywords: The temporal semantics of the past tense, the linguistic
context and past tens, the pre-past in “The Ring of the Dove” book.
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